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The new President seemed to be in the right place at
time. Within hours of his inauguration, Iran released f
hostages that had been held for 444 days. Dubbed "T
COMMUNICATOR," Reagan had a smile and a confidencs
comforted many. At the age of 69, he was the oldest
ever to take office, but he exuded a youthful vitality t
his years.

Even an assassination atte
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a .22 caliber bullet in Reagan's chest
within two months of his inauguration,
he took it all in stride. "I hope you're
all Republicans," he quipped to the
physicians that greeted him at the
hospital. His popularity soared.

Charges that he had little control over
" — his staff and a less than functional

The "Reagan Revolution ;

continued in 1984 as Reagan understanding of many matters of

defeated former Vice President poIicy fell mostly on deaf ears. He
Walter Mondale in a landslide

victory. Mondale and his running



mate Geraldine Ferraro managed  earned a reputation as the "TEFLON

only 13 electoral votes to " .
Reagan's 525. PRESIDENT" — no scandal could stick to
him.

In 1984, Reagan won a smashing re-election campaign over
WALTER MONDALE. Democrat Mondale, running with the first
woman nominee for Vice-President, Geraldine Ferraro, won only
his home state of Minnesota and the District of Columbia. A 1984
Reagan campaign as declared proudly, "It's morning in America."
Whether the claim was fact or fiction, American voters accepted
Reagan's assurances and enthusiastically cried for a second term.
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